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9th December: ... opposite to our encampment was Nazaren or Christian village,
named Cunnung Colungcurry Angady, which looks very well being seated on a
rising ground amid fine groves of the Betel - nut palm. The Papa or preist waited on
us. He was attended by a pupil, Who behaved to his superior with the utmost
deference.

The Papa was very well dressed in a blue robe; and, though his ancestors have
been settled in the country for many generations, he was very fair, with high Jewish
features. The greater part of the sect, however entirely resemble the aborigines of
the country, from whom indeed they are descended.

The Papa informed me that his sect are dependant on the Jacobite Patriarch of
Antioch, but that they have a metropolitan, who resides in the dominions Travancore,
and who is sent by the Patriarch on the death of his predecessor. None of the Papas,
of inferior clergy, go to Antioch for their education, and all of them have been born
in the country. My visitor understood no languages but the Syriac, and that of
Malayala. He preaches in the latter; but all the ceremonies of the church are per-
formed in the Syriac. In their churches they have neither images nor pictures but the
Nazarens worship the cross. Their clergy are allowed to marry; my visitor however,
seemed to be not a little proud of his observing celibacy, and a total abstinence from
animal food. He said, that, so far as he remembers, the number of the sect seems
neither to be increasing nor diminishing. Converts, however are occasionally made
of both Nairs and shanars; but no instance occurs of a Moplay having been con-
verted, nor of a Namburi, unless he had previously lost cast.

The Papa says, that the Nazerens were introduced 1740 years ago, by a certain
saint named Thomas, who, landing at Meila-pura, took up his residence on a hill
near Madras, and which is now called after his name. He afterwards made a voyage
to Cochin, and in that neighbourhood settled, a church, which is now the metropoli-
tan, as the portuguese drove all the Nazarens from the eastern coast. St. Thomas
afterwords returned to Maila-pura, where he died. At that time Malayala belonged
to the Brahmans, who were governed by a Raja sent by Sholun Permal, the sover-
eign king of the south. The Papa then related the history of Cheraman Permal nearly
as [ have given it (p. 348, 9). ....

In the afternoon we went to the Nazareny village, which contains many houses

regularly disposed, and full of people. For an Indian town it is well built and com-
paratively clean. It has a new church of considerable size. An old church is situated
at some distance on a beautiful rising ground. It is now unroofed; but the walls,
although built of indurated clay only, continue very fresh and strong. The altar is
arched over with the same materials and possesses some degree of elegance. The
burying ground is at the west end of the church, when the principal door is placed
from its being very small, the graves must be opened long before the bones are
consumed. As the graves are opened for the new bodies, the old bones are col-
lected, and thrown into an open pit near the corner of the church. where they are
exposed to the view of all passengers.”
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